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INTRODUCTION 

Dear friend,  

Here is your copy of the 2016 SIHS Newsletter.  I hope you find it interesting and useful.  I always appreciate any comment and advice regarding the Newsletter.  If you have any, please send them to me (roy.domenico@scranton.edu).  Finally, here’s my annual pitch -  we’re always looking for new members and if any prospects appear on your radar screen, please use your considerable powers of persuasion to bring them into the SIHS fold!  Finally, I would like to add that we’ll be more than happy to include in the Newsletter any announcements that you might have.  Either place them in the Questionnaire that you’ll receive in the coming spring or send them directly to me.

As always, I owe much to the help and input of a great many friends and colleagues.  The efforts of President Mary Gibson and Vice President Giovanna Benadusi have been extraordinary and of great value to us all.  Brian Griffith has done a great job as our new webmaster and deserves our gratitude and a round of applause.  Alan Reinerman and Richard Drake provided great advice and support over the past year.  Richard also chaired our Denver program committee.  Borden Painter served for a second year as an emergency last-minute member of the Marraro Prize committee. Giovanna, Sarah Ross and Dario Baggio graciously served as our Cappadocia Prize and Citation committee and we sincerely thank them and particularly Ms. Helen Cappadocia for her generosity. 

Roy Domenico 

MINUTES OF THE 2016 ANNUAL MEETING
Roy Domenico chaired the SIHS business meeting on Thursday, January 7, 2016 in Room 211 of the Hilton Atlanta in Atlanta, Georgia.  The group acknowledged the passing of a number of colleagues Don Weinstein, Christopher Duggan, Shiona Kelly Wray, Sally Scully and Bill Bowsky. 
The Society’s finances received a great shot in the arm thanks to a $5,000.00 gift from the estate of a former colleague, Fred Shaine, who passed away in April at the age of 99.  A student of Howard Marraro, Shaine became a journalist for the New York Herald Tribune.  A life-long student of Italian history, he also donated his book collection to Trinity College in Hartford.  We sincerely thank Mr. Shaine and his son Rick whose help enabled this to happen.
The SIHS Marraro Prize was awarded to Stephanie Zeier Pilat for her book, Reconstructing Italy: The Ina-Casa Neighborhoods of the Postwar Era (Ashgate, 2014).  The citation reads: “In this thoroughly researched book Zeier Pilat chronicles the postwar Ina-Casa housing that produced 350,000 units between 1949 and 1963, focusing on neighborhoods in Rome, Bologna and Matera. The architects received encouragement to design housing appropriate to the traditions of each area, thus avoiding the one-size/style-fits-all of huge, high-rise apartment blocks in the United States and France. The photographs, drawings and diagrams enrich this fascinating story that transformed the lives of thousands of ordinary Italians.”  Congratulations Stephanie!  And special thanks to our SIHS representative to the Marraro committee, Borden Painter.

We had two winners of the 2016 Cappadocia Prize for the best unpublished manuscript. Drs. Hannah Barker and Brian Brege split the prize.  The citations read:

Hannah Barker is an Assistant Professor of History at Rhodes College. She received her Ph.D. in History from Columbia University, in May 2014. In her manuscript “Egyptian and Italian Merchants in the Black Sea Slave Trade, 1260-1500” Barker creatively situates Italy in the wider Mediterranean world through a comparative approach. According to Barker, the Mediterranean was a region surprisingly consistent (however diverse its participants) in its views and processes of, as well as justifications for, slavery. In particular she investigates Christian and Mamluk merchant networks which exported slaves from the Black Sea to Genoa, Venice, and Cairo between the late thirteenth and fifteenth centuries. Barker argues that in spite of their social, religious and ethnic diversity, slave owners followed common practices of slavery, which created a common Mediterranean culture of slavery. To support her compelling argument, Barker has drawn on an impressively broad range of both Arabic and Latin sources, and although the topic spans a wide territory, both literal and conceptual, her thesis has profound archival depth.  

Brian Brege received his Ph.D. from Stanford University in 2014. His manuscript “The Empire that Wasn’t: The Grand Duchy of Tuscany and Empire, 1574-1609” is an engaging and ambitious work which makes the case for the importance of the dynamism and creativity of the Tuscan Grand Duchy within the broader early modern system of vast empires and emergent global economy during the decades straddling the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, a period in Italian history still characterized by economic provincialism and intellectual stasis. Instead, Brege argues that in this period “drawing on a multinational pool of expertise, the [Tuscan] grand dukes sought to use agents and diplomacy to capitalize on imperial networks and global connections to reap the benefits of trade and empire. In this way Brege demonstrates that this small European powers was actively “involved as a participant in imperial competition and in Europe’s scientific and commercial engagement.” An impressive range of sources drawn from the Archives of Florence, Venice, Madrid, Panjim, Goa, and London supports Brege’s research.  

Congratulations to Hannah and Brian! And special thanks to the Cappadocia committee: Giovanna Benadusi (chair), Dario Gaggi and Sarah Ross. 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
    The SIHS Cappadocia Award and Citation Committee for 2016 consists of Giovanna Benadusi, Sarah Ross and Dario Baggio. The Marraro Prize Committee consists of Alison Frasier, chair; Borden Painter and Valerie Ramseyer. The Program Committee for the January 2017 meeting was chaired by Richard Drake. We’ll need a new Program Chair for the 2018 AHA meeting in Washington D.C. – any volunteers?
The SIHS website continues to expand and improve.  In addition to providing an ever-growing list of online resources, we now offer a more streamlined, user-friendly membership registration page. Last year, we began an initiative to create informal archive guides, produced by members to assist researchers and graduate students. If you find an interesting piece of Italian news that perhaps has a history angle, please consider submitting it to the new Italian History in the News page.  If you are interested in contributing in any way, or have links to digital resources that you would like featured on the site, please contact the webmaster, Brian J Griffith of University of California, Santa Barbara (brianjgriffith@umail.ucsb.edu)."

From Paul Arpaia regarding H-ITALY:  I am always looking for volunteers if you are interested in working with me in setting up the new site; if you are willing to become a book reviewer or serve on our Board, please contact me at arpaia@mail.h-net.msu.edu  If you would like more information about the H-Net Commons go to: http://networks.h-net.org/node/905/pages/1427/h-net-commons-transition-faq
Modern Italy, the journal of the UK's Association for the Study of Modern Italy (ASMI), General editors: Penelope Morris (University of Glasgow, UK), and Mark Seymour (University of Otago, New Zealand).  

Founded by the Association for the Study of Modern Italy (ASMI) in 1995, Modern Italy publishes leading research on the history, politics and social, economic and cultural life of Italy and the Italian peoples from the eighteenth century to the present. All articles are rigorously peer-reviewed. 

The journal also publishes themed special issues, recent examples of which are “Sport and Public Space in Contemporary Italian Cities”, “Disability Rights and Wrongs in Italy”, “The Italian Risorgimento in Transnational Perspective”, and “Fascism and Nature”. Forthcoming special issues are “Iconic Images of Modern Italy” and “Cinema and the Construction of the Nation”. 

The editors warmly invite submissions from SIHS members. Please visit the journal’s website for more details: 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/modern-italy  

Modern Italy is listed in the Thomson Reuters Emerging Sources Citation Index. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
News on the Rialto is an annual publication designed to provide an informational point of reference for scholars working on all aspects of Venetian Studies, including political, economic, social, religious, artistic, architectural, musical and literary history of the city, its overseas empire, and its mainland territories. Subscription is $10 per year.  Information is available online at http://www.newsontherialto.com, or from Professor Eric Dursteler, 2129 JFSB, Brigham Young University, Provo, UT 84602.​

The American Academy in Rome online application form for the 2018 Rome Prize competition can be found on the Academy website at www.aarome.org.  The deadline is November 1, 2017.
The American Academy in Rome is the oldest American overseas center for independent study and advanced research in the arts and the humanities.

For one hundred years the Academy's eleven acre center in Rome has provided an inspiring environment for those who practice the fine and liberal arts.

The Rome Prize is awarded annually to about thirty candidates, each selected by a jury of distinguished peers through a national competition.

The winners are invited to Rome to pursue their work for periods ranging from six months to two years.  They are provided with stipends, residential accommodation, meals, private studies or studios, and most important, an atmosphere conducive to intellectual and artistic freedom, interdisciplinary exchange, and innovation.

Wolfsonian-FIU Fellowship Program
Wolfsonian-FIU Fellowship Program

 The Wolfsonian-Florida International University is a museum and research center that promotes the examination of modern visual and material culture. The focus of the Wolfsonian collection is on North American and European decorative arts, propaganda, architecture, and industrial and graphic design of the period 1885-1945. The collection includes works on paper (including posters, prints and design drawings), furniture, paintings, sculpture, glass, textiles, ceramics, lighting and other appliances, and many other kinds of objects. The Wolfsonian’s library has approximately 50,000 rare books, periodicals, and ephemeral items.

 The Wolfsonian’s collection is an important resource for the study of Italian culture and politics in the first half of the twentieth century. The Wolfsonian holds an outstanding collection of Italian Stile Floreale furniture and decorative art, as well as rare publications that document Italian design of this period. The collection also has strong holdings of Futurist decorative and graphic art, publications about Rationalist architecture, and exhibition catalogs from the 1920s and 1930s. A number of significant journals – such as Domus, Capitolium, Emporium, Casabella – complement these holdings. 

 Books, journals, fine art, posters, and other objects in the collection address key aspects of the Fascist regime, including the Duce cult; Italian colonization of North Africa; the planning of new towns; the celebration of aeronautic achievements; the autarchy campaign; youth and student organizations; Romanità; and sports and fitness campaigns. The Wolfsonian also has a substantial amount of Italian war propaganda, including an archive of propaganda material produced under the Italian Social Republic.

 Besides material from Italy, the Wolfsonian also has extensive holdings from the United States, Great Britain, Germany, and the Netherlands. There are also smaller but significant collections of materials from a number of other countries, including Austria, Czechoslovakia, France, Japan, the former Soviet Union and Hungary. 

 Fellowships are intended to support full-time research, generally for a period of three to five weeks. The program is open to holders of master’s or doctoral degrees, Ph.D. candidates, and to others who have a significant record of professional achievement in relevant fields. Applicants are encouraged to discuss their project with the Fellowship Coordinator prior to submission to ensure the relevance of their proposals to the Wolfsonian’s collection.

The application deadline is December 31, for residency during the 2017-2018 academic year. 
For information, please contact:
Fellowship Coordinator
The Wolfsonian-FIU
1001 Washington Ave.
Miami Beach, FL 33139
305-535-2613 (phone)
305-531-2133 (fax) research@thewolf.fiu.edu
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The University of Pennsylvania Italian Studies offers lectures and conferences in Italian history.  The spring, 2017 schedule can be accessed at http://www.sas.upenn.edu/italians/center.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
William Connell reports from Seton Hall University:  The Valente Italian Library at Seton Hall University celebrated its 20th anniversary in September 2016.  Founding donor Salvatore Valente was honored at a dinner held at the University.  The University recently cataloged the donated book collection of jurist Tullio Ascarelli, including many 16th and 17th century titles.  We continue to seek donors of books in all areas of Italian and Italian American history, culture and literature.  In-kind donations of books are generally tax deductible.  Scholars are encouraged to visit.  For more information, contact Bill Connell (william.connell@shu.edu). 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
UNICO National Scholarship Offerings 2017-2018: 
Maria and Paolo Alessio Southern Italy Scholarship                                                        The UNICO Foundation will provide a scholarship, valued at $1,000, to a student enrolled full-time, in an accredited college/university program in the United States pursuing a degree. An applicant must be a United States citizen of Southern Italian heritage, specifically the regions of: Abruzzo, Basilicata, Campania, Calabria, Latium, Molise, Puglia, Sardinia, Sicilia.

Sergeant John Basilone Memorial Graduate Scholarship  
The UNICO Foundation, Inc. will grant up to a maximum of $6,000, paid out at $1,500 per year, for a graduate scholarship. The awardee must be initiating graduate study, full-time, at an accredited college/university program in the United States.  A candidate must be a United States citizen of Italian heritage.  
Dr. Benjamin Cottone Memorial Scholarship 
The UNICO Foundation, Inc. will grant a $5,000 scholarship, paid on award, to a student pursuing graduate education at an accredited medical school in the United States. A candidate must be a United States citizen of Italian heritage. 
 
Bernard and Carolyn Torraco Memorial Nursing Scholarships 
The UNICO Foundation, Inc. will provide grants valued at $2,500 each, paid on award, to students attending accredited prelicensure or graduate nursing programs in the United States. Preference is given to applicants demonstrating financial need. A candidate must be a United States citizen. This program is open to nursing students of all ethnicities. 
 
Undergraduate Awards 
 
Major Don S. Gentile Scholarship            Alphonse A. Miele Scholarship 
 
William C. Davini Scholarship                  Theodore Mazza Scholarship 
The UNICO Foundation, Inc. will grant four scholarships valued at $6,000 to high school seniors who will be attending, full-time, an accredited college/university program in the United States; paid out at $1,500 per school year up to a maximum of 4 years. A candidate must be a United States citizen of Italian heritage. Candidates are encouraged to apply for all four scholarships. To do so requires the original application and three complete copies, including attachments. Multiple copies are necessary because scholarships are judged at different locations. 
DiMattio Celli Family Study Abroad Scholarship  
The UNICO Foundation will grant two scholarships, valued at $1,250 each, for study in Italy. Candidates must be currently enrolled, full-time, in an accredited college or university in the United States, pursuing a degree. The study abroad program must be eligible for credit by the student’s college/university. An applicant must be a United States citizen of Italian heritage. 
Ella T. Grasso Literary Scholarship 
The UNICO Foundation will provide two literary scholarships, valued at $1,000 each. Application for this program will be open to matriculated college students. Terms of submission require the candidate to present, in writing, an original short story or essay celebrating their Italian heritage. 
 
Guglielmo Marconi Engineering Scholarship 
The UNICO Foundation will grant a scholarship valued at $1,250 paid on award to a sophomore, junior or senior student enrolled full-time, in an accredited college/university program in the United States majoring in engineering. An applicant must be a United States citizen of Italian heritage. 
  
Robert J. Tarte Scholarship for Italian Studies 
The UNICO Foundation will provide a scholarship, valued at $1,000, to a student enrolled full-time, in an accredited college/university program in the United States pursuing Italian Studies. A candidate must hold United States citizenship. This program is open to applicants of all ethnicities. 
Ralph J. Torraco Scholarship  
The UNICO Foundation will grant two scholarships, valued at $2,500 each, to students enrolled full-time, in an accredited college/university program in the United States pursuing a degree. A nominee must hold United States citizenship. This program is open to applicants of all ethnicities. 
 
Louise Torraco Memorial Scholarship for Science  
The UNICO Foundation will grant two scholarships, valued at $2,500 each, to students enrolled full-time, in an accredited college/university program in the United States pursuing study of the Physical Sciences or Life Sciences. A nominee must hold United States citizenship. This program is open to applicants of all ethnicities. 
 
 
Ralph J. Torraco Fine Arts Scholarship  
The UNICO Foundation will grant two scholarships, valued at $2,500 each, to students enrolled full-time in an accredited college/university program in the United States pursuing a degree in the Fine Arts. A nominee must hold United States citizenship. This program is open to applicants of all ethnicities. 
 
A nominee must reside in the home state of an active UNICO Chapter. Candidates MUST meet the eligibility requirements stated on each of the respective applications. Applications may be acquired from and submitted through a State Chapter, the District Governor or the UNICO National Office. Online degree programs are not eligible for UNICO scholarships.   
 
For more information on Scholarships, please contact the UNICO National Scholarship Director, Joan Tidona at jntidona@unico.org . To find a local Chapter, please visit http://unico.org/search.asp  or contact UNICO National at 973.808.0035.
***********************************************************************
The Barbieri Endowment awards an annual grant to a United States citizen to conduct research in Italy.

· Amount: $7,500.

· Subject: Modern Italian history in any genre.

· Application: (1) Research proposal (1,000 words). (2) Schedule, itinerary, and budget (one page). (3) CV. NB: No letters of reference.

· Submission: Send application as a .doc, .rtf, or .pdf file by email to John Alcorn (program director) at john.alcorn@trincoll.edu

· Deadline: March 1st.

· Decision: May 1st.

· Disbursement: July 1st.

The grant is awarded by a committee convened and chaired by Borden W. Painter, Jr. (honorary president of the Barbieri Endowment and professor emeritus of history), founder of the grant; or by the executive LAS committee of the Barbieri Endowment with assistance by experts on specific topics in the grant proposals.

As a condition of the grant, the recipient may be required to present his or her research findings in a public lecture at Trinity College in the following year. The Barbieri Endowment will fund travel and provide hospitality for the lecture.
The Italian Art Society Research & Publication Grants

Chair Kimberly Dennis (2019) leads the Awards Committee that awards travel and research grants to Italian Art Society (IAS) members engaged in the study of Italian art and architecture from prehistory to the present. The current Committee Members are Sally Cornelison (2017), Christian Kleinbub (2019), Jessica Maier (2019), and Judith Steinhoff (2017). Applicants for IAS and IAS/Kress grants must be IAS members at the time of application and upon receipt and use of the award. Members who have received an IAS award in the past two years are not eligible to apply. IAS officers and committee members are not eligible to apply.

IAS DISSERTATION RESEARCH GRANTS: The Italian Art Society is pleased to announce their second annual competition for the IAS Dissertation Research Grants. Two grants of up to $1000.00 will be available to subsidize research, travel, or other expenses relating to dissertation research. One of these grants is generously funded by the Peter Fogliano and Hal Lester Foundation, for projects concerning art and architecture in Italy between ca. 1300 and ca. 1650. The Fogliano/Lester Foundation Dissertation Research Grant will be selected from the pool of IAS Dissertation Research Grant applications. No special application is necessary. The competition is open to doctoral students of any nationality who have not received an IAS award in the past two years. Applicants for IAS grants must be IAS members at the time of application and upon receipt and use of the award. IAS officers and committee members are not eligible to apply. Please send proposals to Awards Committee Chair, Kimberly Dennis, at awards@italianartsociety.org. Deadline for proposals: 10 January 2017.

IAS RESEARCH & PUBLICATION GRANTS:  The Italian Art Society is pleased to announce their competition for the IAS Research & Publication Grants. Two grants of up to $1000.00 will be available to fund or subsidize a research trip or a publication (e.g., for purchasing image rights or as a publication subvention) on any aspect of Italian art and architecture from prehistory to the present. One of these grants is generously funded by the Peter Fogliano and Hal Lester Foundation, for projects concerning art and architecture in Italy between ca. 1300 and ca. 1650. The Fogliano/Lester Foundation Research & Publication Grant will be selected from the pool of IAS Research & Publication Grant applications. No special application is necessary. The competition is open to scholars of any nationality holding the Ph.D. or equivalent terminal degree. Members who have received an IAS award in the past two years are not eligible to apply.  Applicants for IAS grants must be IAS members at the time of application and upon receipt and use of the award. IAS officers and committee members are not eligible to apply. Please send proposals to Awards Committee Chair, Kimberly Dennis, at awards@italianartsociety.org. Deadline for proposals: 10 January 2017.

Current Research & Publication Grant Recipient for 2016                                      Amy Neff, University of Tennessee, A Soul’s Journey into God: Art, Theology, and Devotion in the Supplicationes variae (Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana, Plut. 25.3).
The Supplicationes variae, dated 1293, is one of the most complex and enigmatic illuminated manuscripts that survives from an important transitional period in medieval culture, when profound changes in    religion and art helped pave the way to the Italian Renaissance. My book will be the first comprehensive study of the Supplicationes, an anthology of religious texts accompanied by full‐color illuminations and a highly unusual feature: forty-eight full-page, tinted drawings, three introducing the manuscript and forty-five at the end, picturing the Life of Christ and iconic images of the Trinity and saints. No other deluxe, illuminated prayer‑book of this type survives from Duecento Italy. With a focus on significant interplays between art and religion, study of the Supplicationes reveals unsuspected richness and depth of thought in Duecento manuscript illumination.

My book’s title reflects the manuscript’s profound affinities to a Franciscan classic written in 1259, Saint Bonaventure’s Soul’s Journey into God. Although the Supplicationes does not include or illustrate this text, the manuscript functions as the site for performance of a Bonaventuran spiritual pilgrimage. Indeed, the Supplicationes’ texts and images can be understood only through the lens of Bonaventure’s theological, mystical and poetic concepts of salvation. Like Bonaventure’s theology, the Supplicationes is based on the idea of Christ the Center; Christ in his humanity is literally and ontologically both the mid-point of all things and the medium of redemption. And nothing less than redemption is the goal of the Supplicationes.

At the beginning of the manuscript, unique diagrams map out the soul’s journey. Then, the calendar depicts humankind in exile from God, fallen to a world of sin and ignorance. Subsequent images and readings lead the reader to ascend through progressively higher levels of prayer. Significantly, visual images at the end of the book facilitate the highest level of contemplative prayer. Text yields to image, as the viewer leafs through thirty-​‐‑three full-​‐‑page images of the Life of Christ. It is not coincidental that the number of scenes equals the number of years in Christ’s life, for the viewer effectively performs a non-verbal, experiential imitatio christi, following in Christ’s footsteps — a distinctively Franciscan devotion to Christ’s humanity. While this path is progressive, it also centers on Christ, pictured at the mid-point of the manuscript, there placed as the physical and theological Center.

In order to establish a theologically grounded spiritual path and engage the viewer in its journey, the Supplicationes’ artists faced the difficult challenge of creating images that effectively convey both complex ideas and vivid emotions. To do so, their innovative style is selectively naturalistic, based on the art then considered most authentically sacred, that of Byzantium. Yet they also turn to earlier German traditions of diagrammatic imagery intended to visualize abstract conceptual thought. The artists’ particular appropriation of Byzantine and transalpine art forms leads to a new attribution of the manuscript, to artists trained in Venice or Padua. Guided by a Franciscan advisor, these artists made images that served to disseminate Franciscan ideas and devotional practice beyond the confines of the Order, creating the Supplicationes for a wealthy aristocrat, possibly Manuel Fieschi of Genoa.

My book on the Supplicationes should benefit a broad, interdisciplinary academic audience, for it touches on fundamental issues in western culture, such as the origins of affective devotion and humanistic naturalism in the visual arts. These and other themes addressed in my book significantly enrich current scholarship on the art and devotional practice of late medieval Europe, most notably shedding new light on important and long-standing questions regarding Byzantine and Franciscan contributions to cultural change in the period preceding the Italian Renaissance.

Current IAS Dissertation Grant Recipient for 2016                                                  Kelly Whitford, Brown University, “Embodying Belief: Crossing the Ponte Sant’Angelo with Bernini’s Angels.” 

In the broadest of terms, this is a project about what moves people. More precisely, I consider what moves the soul to belief by studying how architecture moves people through space, how rituals choreograph movements of the body, and how lifelike painted and sculpted objects allow viewers to be transported to another time and place. At the end of the seventeenth century, Gian Lorenzo Bernini—the most celebrated Italian artist of the day—received a papal commission to design for the Ponte Sant’Angelo in Rome ten marble angels carrying the instruments of Christ’s Passion. Installed on the balustrades of the bridge, the sculptures materialized the angelic history of the site and activated this urban nexus. As the vital link between the city center and the Vatican Borgo, the bridge funneled eager pilgrims towards St. Peter’s Basilica while also serving as a setting for processions and fireworks displays. Flanked on either side by two prisons—the Castel Sant’Angelo and the Tor di Nona prison—it was also a venue for public executions. In 1671, just months before the installation of Bernini’s angels was complete, the Tor di Nona, which had been closed for several years, re-opened as an opera theater and the spectacle of the stage joined the nearby spectacle of punishment. My project investigates how the expectations of those crossing the Ponte Sant’Angelo—about angels, sacred art, public executions, and performance practices— intersected with the space itself and the presence of the marble sculptures to transform their experience of the bridge.

My study grows from earlier research focused on the sculptures’ production and the role of Bernini as their designer while bringing new attention to how they transformed pilgrims’ experiences of the Eternal City. To do this, my dissertation joins two larger trends in art and architectural history that more recently have taken up the question of the body and the study of early modern angelology. In doing so, my project contributes three novel areas of research with respect to the decorative program: first, a focus on the bodily experience of encountering these sculptures; second, their angelic subject matter; and third, their location within a larger complex of ritual, execution, and theater. All three areas of research expand our understanding of the embodied encounter between artwork and beholder in the early modern era.

Bernini’s angels brought together the site’s angelic bodies, devout bodies, tortured bodies, and performing bodies. I organize the four main chapters of my study around these themes.

Scholars have noted the occurrence of public executions in this location, but have not considered what it meant to insert angels into this space. My third chapter analyzes how the sculptures of angels holding the instruments of Christ’s Passion called to passersby to meditate on the suffering and death of Christ while simultaneously invoking the history of this space as a location of punishment and imprisonment.

Several of the important primary texts that I will employ for my third chapter remain only accessible in a handful of special collections libraries. In order to complete this chapter it is necessary that I gain access to unpublished and non-circulating sources that are available in Rome. The State Archives of Rome (ASR) contain the archives of the Confraternity of San Giovanni Decollato, the lay society charged with caring for prisoners condemned to execution. The Vatican Library (BAV) contains Pompeo Serni’s Memorie a fratelli della Ven. Archiconfraternita di S. Giovanni Decollato…Per la solita praticca di aiutare a benimorire i Condennati a Morte (1653), a guide used by confraternity members to prepare prisoners prior to their executions. Additionally, the Confraternity of San Giovanni Decollato still houses a collection of religious objects and sacred art used in these rituals of execution. A Dissertation Research Grant from the Italian Art Society would allow me to travel to Rome to study these important resources in January 2017.

Current Fogliano/Lester Research Grant Recipient for 2016                                Ioanna Christoforaki, Research Centre for Byzantine and Post-Byzantine Art of the Academy of Athens, “From Rags to Riches: Importing Cloth and Exporting Fashion between Venice and Cyprus.”  

In 1481, Leonardo da Vinci allegedly visited the Cypriot village of Lefkara, near the southern port of Larnaca, where he purchased a piece of the famous lace cloth for the main altar of the Duomo in Milan. Lefkaritiko lace-making, as it is known, is an intricate type of single-thread embroidery on linen, forming geometric designs that look exactly the same on the front and the back. In reality, the technique of Lefkara lace probably copies Italian white needlework, particularly popular in Venice during the sixteenth century.

This anecdotal story exemplifies how intertwined textile and fashion exchanges were between Cyprus and Venice. A Byzantine province until 1192, the island of Cyprus was initially ruled by the Lusignan dynasty from France (1192-1474) and later by Venice (1474-1571). Being the last Christian stronghold in the Eastern Mediterranean, it quickly became an important trade center. The two territories, however, were engaged in commercial transactions long before the former became an overseas colony of the latter. By the early fourteenth century, locally produced cotton, wool and camlet (a fine and expensive textile made from camel hair or mohair), as well as silk, were already exported to Venice. During the 15th and 16th century, the cultivation of cotton on Cyprus and its export to Venice in raw, bleached or dyed form, reached its peak.

At the same time, though, the metropolis exerted a reverse influence on the island through fashion trends. In a series of fresco and icon paintings from Cypriot churches, donor portraits, including men, women and children, are shown to wear clothes reflecting contemporary Venetian fashion. These portraits offer precious insight into the aspirations of the local elites and reveal how fashion and textiles were interwoven with notions of identity, status, and power. Up to now I have compiled a database of more than one hundred such images, which provide a rare and vivid glimpse into everyday life on Venetian Cyprus. Traditionally, they would be analyzed in terms of iconography and style, in an attempt to date them as precisely as possible. As a result, the wider cultural and social context in which such ‘works of art’ were produced is lost.

The main goal of my research project is to address issues of cultural identity and self-representation, by identifying the growing influence of contemporary Venetian fashion on Cypriot portraiture. Archival research in Venice is necessary in order to explore routes, prices and possible patterns of textile trade between the metropolis and the colony. The intrinsic material value of textiles signified wealth and authority and conveyed, in a tangible way, social and political ambitions. In a similar way, costume, both male and female, as well as dress accessories and hair styles, offer precious insights into Venetian aspirations and the cultural expansion of the Serenessima in the Stato da Mar. This perspective can only be gained by studying in situ contemporary Venetian fashion and the ways it reflects political, religious and social power, first at home and subsequently in its maritime possessions.

Current Fogliano/Lester Dissertation Research Grant Recipient for 2016           Krisztina Ilko, University of Cambridge, “Artistic Patronage of the Augustinian Hermits in Central Italy in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Centuries.” 
I am a medievalist art history PhD student at the University of Cambridge, and my dissertation focuses on the early art patronage of the Augustinian friars (OSA) in central Italy, with special attention to Tuscany. The research of the last few decades has produced fruitful work on the question of the ideological background of the art patronage of mendicant orders, such as Joanna Cannon’s work on the Dominicans, or Louise Bourdua on the Franciscans. However, no sufficient attempt to study broadly this theme for the Augustinian friars has yet been done. Therefore the aim of my dissertation is to concentrate on this problem through the friaries of the Hermits in central Italy. I intend to argue that despite the historical fact that the order was created out of several hermitages around Siena in 1256 they forged a common ideological platform which can be observed in the decoration programs of their monasteries. One of the most fascinating attempts in creating this platform is how they accepted and promoted the cult of St Augustine (A.D. 354 – 430) as their founder (despite a complete lack of any historical connection), aiming to reconstitute their past and forge a particular identity. How did they attempt to monopolize his cult? And how were they promoting the cult of their other saints through art objects? These are some of the questions I am seeking to answer.

I will pay special attention to the second part of the thirteenth and the beginning of the fourteenth century, which little previous scholarship on the Augustinian order has been devoted to. This is primarily explained by the lack of surviving artefacts in contrast to the abundance of the late fourteenth and fifteenth-century pieces. Consequently my research is significantly built upon archival sources. Therefore this research grant could help me observe these essential, unpublished primary sources that are available only in Italian archives. The most important sources for my dissertation are located in Rome, where the main archive of the order is situated (Archivio Generale Agostiniano), and the national archive in Florence which contains important local material. To study the early art patronage of the order I would like to observe the decoration systems of the shrines of their early blessed friars. A fourteenth-century manuscript in the Biblioteca Laurenziana in Florence contains a published legend collection makes mention of a number of shrines of the friars, mostly in Tuscany. Some of these churches have already perished and nothing remains from their internal decoration. Therefore I will aim to research the archival sources of the churches for finding information from what we can reconstruct the physical evidence for these shrines and the decoration of them. In the collection the shrines are mentioned mainly for saintly posthumous miracles, not their decoration, but other archival material such as documents pertaining to canonical visits may shed light on the artistic programme of these churches. Some rather remarkable artefacts, such as the polyptych by Simone Martini, which was made for upon the shrine of the Blessed Bartolomew, an Augustinian monk of San Gimignano, attests that these shrines should have been richly decorated, in some cases with artistic objects by the finest artists and workshops of their time. However, even today about such a piece as the San Gimignano altar we have very little understanding, especially how it was conceptualized and functioned in the greater scope of the propaganda of the Augustinian order. In this regard researching these archival sources and connecting them with related surviving artefacts could also shed light more broadly on new aspects of medieval mendicant art patronage, ideology, and propaganda, thus providing a comparative example to the Franciscans.

Current Research and Publication Grant Recipients for 2015 Extra Research Grant                        Alison Levy, Independent Scholar, for Misfits, Monstrosities, and Madness at the Villa Ambrogiana. 

An imposing though largely ignored villa looms over Montelupo Fiorentino, an idyllic Tuscan hamlet best known for its production, during the Renaissance, of maiolica, brightly painted tin-glazed earthenware celebrated the world over. Yet ominously punctuating this historic landscape is the fortress-like Villa Ambrogiana, a former Medici hunting compound that also contained a menagerie and laboratory, which has served, without interruption since the mid-nineteenth century, as a psychiatric prison. Reading the Ambrogiana as a platform for perverse conquest and experimentation over half a millennium, Misfits, Monstrosities, and Madness at the Villa Ambrogiana complicates the relationship between the built environment and civilization. Indeed, rethinking the agency of architecture, this project asks how buildings not merely affect, or influence, human behavior but infect it as well. The Villa Ambrogiana, located just west of Florence on the road to Pisa, sits at the confluence of the Arno and Pesa rivers. Subject to extreme climatic conditions (namely dampness from frequent flooding and “a wind,” wrote the renowned naturalist Francesco Redi in 1673, “[that] blows there and will blow there for all eternity”), the villa itself has always been something of a misfit.

Remarkably, the Villa Ambrogiana has received little scholarly attention, with only a handful of publications, all in Italian, devoted almost exclusively to the design and function of the building during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Misfits, Monstrosities, and Madness will be the first book-length study of the Ambrogiana in English and the first to study the compound from its inception to the present day. Primary sources and material objects range from ducal taxidermy collections to representations by court painter Bartolomeo Bimbi of the animal specimens collected and displayed on-site (including portraits of two-headed animals); from the writings of Francesco Redi, who directed a studio-museum of natural history in the villa’s loggia, to nineteenth- and twentieth-century ‘cures’ for the patient-prisoners of the Ambrogiana. Levy’s analysis draws upon an array of critical theory and seminal scholarship on identity, relationships, spaces, and representations. Art and architectural historians will find an introduction to a remarkable body of work that is virtually unknown in the field. But even beyond this, Misfits, Monstrosities, and Madness, positing a concept of ‘prisoner of place’ and calling into question the very meaning of the term madhouse, will foster new ways of thinking about bodies and the built environment, also for colleagues working in anthropology (especially environmental anthropology), cultural studies (including animal and monster studies), history, literature, psychology, and the social histories of science and medicine. Thus, reaching across disciplinary and historical boundaries, this project ultimately attends to such timeless and universal concerns as the fluidity of illness, the ethics of experimentation, and the efficacy of incarceration. Levy will use her IAS award to subsidize a five-week research trip to Florence in November–December 2015; her focus will be on archival research in the Archivio di Stato.

Johanna Heinrichs, Dominican University, for Mobile Lives, Stable Homes: The Palladian Villa between City and Country. 

The IAS Research and Publication grant will enable me to travel to Venice and the Veneto to carry out research for my book manuscript, tentatively titled Mobile Lives, Stable Homes: The Palladian Villa between City and Country. The book grows out of my dissertation on the patronage of the Venetian nobleman Francesco Pisani, a patron of Paolo Veronese who also commissioned Andrea Palladio’s Villa Pisani at Montagnana (1553-54). My manuscript focuses on this example as the basis for a reassessment of the Palladian villa and its place in the sixteenth-century Venetian world. Modern scholars have viewed the country house throughout history as a satellite. Dependent on urban capital, culture, and values, the Renaissance villa, like the ancient Roman villa, has been defined by the subsidiary role it played to the city and the urban palace. Palladio’s villas for the elite of Venice and the Veneto, moreover, are taken as paradigmatic examples of this building type. My book challenges the understanding of the Veneto villa as merely a “second home.”

A more complex picture has emerged from my research on Villa Pisani, which examines the villa phenomenon through the lens of private life and the individual patron. For Francesco Pisani, the country estate occupied a central place in his life and livelihood. Even as it fulfilled certain functions associated with villeggiatura (country life), such as agriculture and entertainment, it was not just a seasonal retreat. Despite its distance from Venice, Villa Pisani constituted Pisani’s principal residence as well as a source of wealth. Both the design and the selection of its site reflected this multiplicity of functions.

A Venetian commonplace asserted that “to live outside Venice is not to be alive.” But some Venetians apparently did find it advantageous to live outside Venice, and my project investigates Venetians’ relationship to their mainland estates. It is notable that several of Palladio’s most important Venetian patrons did not own a family palace in the city. Like Francesco Pisani, they moved through a series of rented palaces in the metropolis and led a mobile lifestyle divided between Venice and the mainland. They required a country house that befit their noble status, and their Palladian villa came to serve as the family’s stable residence, rather than as a secondary, seasonal home. My book seeks to demonstrate that Villa Pisani is not an outlier among Palladio’s celebrated villas. This IAS grant will help me to expand the scope of my archival research beyond the Pisani to other Palladian patrons and villas. With a fuller picture of these patrons’ lives, I will argue that Palladio’s innovations in villa design were accompanied by a reconceptualization of the functions of the villa type itself.

The Newberry Library in Chicago, Illinois, USA and the John Rylands Research Institute are offering the opportunity to apply for a two month joint research fellowship.  The fellowship will provide two months of support, one for work at the John Rylands Library and one for work at the Newberry Library in Chicago.  The proposed project must link the collections of both libraries; applicants should plan to hold the two fellowships sequentially to ensure continuity of research.  

All application materials should be submitted to the Newberry, but applications will be reviewed by both institutions.  The stipend will be $2,500 per month at the Newberry, £1,500 at the John Rylands Library, plus an additional $1,000 (or the equivalent in English pounds) for travel.  Follow the link below for further information.

http://www.jrri.manchester.ac.uk/opportunities/newberry/
CONFERENCES

2016 SIHS/AHA MEETING IN ATLANTA
The Society contributed nine panels to the annual meeting:

1. Exploring Empires from Below: New Perspectives on

the Early Modern Mediterranean (A Panel in Honor of

John Marino)

Atlanta Marriott Marquis, Room A601

Joint session with the Society for Italian Historical Studies

Chair: Peter Arnade, University of Hawai’i at Manoa

Papers: Local and Global Economies in Dialogue: The Kingdom of Naples

in Transition

Eleni Sakellariou, University of Crete

Viceroy Good Government in Spanish Naples: The Festival of San

Gennaro

Celine Dauverd, University of Colorado Boulder

People and Goods in Egypt’s 18th-Century Ports: The Ottoman

Mediterranean, Revisited

Zoe Griffith, Brown University

Comment: Thomas J. Kuehn, Clemson University

2. Other Renaissances: In Honor of John Marino

Hilton Atlanta, Room 302

Joint session with the Society for Italian Historical Studies

Chair: Guido Ruggiero, University of Miami

Papers: The State and Shepherds: Foundations for the Neapolitan

Renaissance

Edward W. Muir, Northwestern University

The Alpine Renaissance

Matthew A. Vester, West Virginia University

Venice and the Mediterranean World

Joanne M. Ferraro, San Diego State University

De Mundo Non Curare and Other Lies: Academic Rebirth in

16th-Century Siena

Carolyn Zimmerman, University of Miami

Comment: Guido Ruggiero

3. War, Diplomacy, and Politics in the Italian Peninsula and Beyond, 15th to 17th Centuries 

Room 202 (Hilton Atlanta, Second Floor)

Chair:

Matthew A. Vester, West Virginia University

Papers:

Fabrizio Colonna, Machiavelli, and the Imperial Turn in Renaissance Politics
Thomas Dandelet, University of California, Berkeley 
Combat Instincts at Tornavento: A Neo-Darwinian Analysis, 1636
Gregory Hanlon, Dalhousie University 
Letters and Military Cosmopolitanism in Habsburg Europe, 1618–83
Suzanne Sutherland, Middle Tennessee State University 
Comment:

Matthew A. Vester, West Virginia University
4. Bringing the City-State Back In:  New Approaches to Renaissance Italian Governance 

Room 211 (Hilton Atlanta, Second Floor)

Chair:

George Dameron, Saint Michael's College

Papers:

The Holy House of Loreto and Papal Statecraft, 1400–70
Bianca Lopez, Washington University in St. Louis 
The Emperor Strikes Back: Imperial Power in Renaissance Italy
Michael Martoccio, Northwestern University 
Communities of Silence: Peasants, Nobles, and Power in and out of a Late-Medieval Courtroom
Joseph Figliulo-Rosswurm, University of California, Santa Barbara 
Comment:

George Dameron, Saint Michael's College 

5. Brutality, Due Process, and Peace Accords: Criminal Justice in Medieval and Renaissance Italy 
Grand Ballroom C (Hilton Atlanta, Second Floor)
Chair:

Thomas J. Kuehn, Clemson University

Papers:

Gruesome Penalties and Merciful Pardons: Bologna, 1250–1454
Sarah Rubin Blanshei, Agnes Scott College 
Fama, Notoriety, and Due Process in Late Medieval Reggio Emilia
Joanna J. Carraway Vitiello, Rockhurst University 
Power through Peace: Peacemaking and Jurisdiction in Trecento Siena’s Contado
Glenn Kumhera, Penn State Erie, The Behrend College 
Comment:

Thomas J. Kuehn, Clemson University 
6. Political Responses to Change in Cold War Italy:  Public Opinion, Elite Contributions, and Foreign Perceptions 

Room 204 (Hilton Atlanta, Second Floor)

Chair:

Marla S. Stone, Occidental College

Papers:

A Failed Transition: Perspectives from Postwar Trieste
Fabio Capano, George Washington University 
Just a Bit of Common Sense: Conservative Thought and Opinion in Postwar Italy
Maurizio Cocco, University of Cagliari 
(Re)Writing Fascism: Ex-Fascist Memoirs, Popular Memory, and the Construction of the Dictatorial Past in Democratic Italy, 1945–65
Rhiannon Evangelista, Emory University 
Noi Donne and Famiglia Cristiana: Communists, Catholics, and American Female Culture in Cold War Italy
Jessica Lynne Harris, University of California, Los Angeles 
“Drug-Addicts of Anti-Fascism”: Italian Intellectuals and the Congress for Cultural Freedom
Andrea Scionti, Emory University 
Comment:

Marla S. Stone, Occidental College 
7. Prisoners and Human Rights in Modern Italy

Room 202 (Hilton Atlanta, Second Floor)

Chair:

Charles Klopp, Ohio State University

Papers:

Prisoners and the Italian Risorgimento
Steven C. Soper, University of Georgia 
Is Punishment Gendered? The Case of Modern Italy
Mary S. Gibson, City University of New York, Graduate Center 
Prison Perspectives on Post-World War II Italian History
Christian De Vito, University of Leicester 
Comment:

Richard Bach Jensen, Louisiana Scholars' College at Northwestern State University 

8. New Approaches to the History of Gender and Sexuality in Modern Italy 

Room 202 (Hilton Atlanta, Second Floor)

Chair:

Mary S. Gibson, City University of New York, Graduate Center

Papers:

Sex Tourism in 19th-Century Italy
Chiara Beccalossi, Oxford Brookes University 
“Contro Natura”: Homosexual Acts in Liberal Italy
Mark Seymour, University of Otago 
Translating Feminism in the 1970s Magazine Effe
Penelope Morris, University of Glasgow 
Policing Women: The Polizia Femminile, 1959–83
Molly Tambor, Long Island University 
Comment:

Mary S. Gibson, City University of New York, Graduate Center

9. Italy’s Military Performance in World War II 

Room 206 (Hilton Atlanta, Second Floor)

Chair:

James E. Miller, New York, New York

Papers:

Italian Counterinsurgency Strategies in the Balkans, 1941–43
Amedeo Osti Guerrazzi, German Historical Institute 
The Italian Military Stumbles into World War II
Robert Mallett, University of Birmingham 
The Dysfunctional Axis Command Structure in North Africa
H. James Burgwyn, West Chester University 
Comment:

James E. Miller, New York, New York 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Columbia Seminar in Modern Italian Studies: 2015-2016 Season:
All inquiries can be directed to the Chair of the Seminar, Dr. Ernest Ialongo at eialongo@hostos.cuny.edu.  

September 11, 2015: Ruth Ben-Ghiat, New York University, “The Skeleton in the Closet: Italian Fascism’s Empire Cinema.” 

Respondent: Ellen Nerenberg, Wesleyan University 

October 16, 2015:  Stefano De Matteis, University of Salerno, “From the Anonymous Skulls to the Collective Trance. Ritual Representation in the Neapolitan Underclass.” 
Respondent: Nelson Moe, Barnard College 

November 13, 2015:  Ernesto Livorni, University of Wisconsin, “Mothers of a Lost Land: Patriotic Discourse in Novels of Resistance by Viganò, Moravia and Morante.” 

Respondent: Peter Carravetta, Stony Brook University 

December 11, 2015:  Eugenia Paulicelli, Queens College and the CUNY Graduate Center, “Rosa Genoni and her Pacifist Revolution: Fashion, Nation Building, and Feminism.” 

Respondent: Gabriella Romani, Seton Hall University 

February 5, 2016:  Teresa Fiore, Montclair State University, “Clandestini in the Mediterranean and in New York: The Ins and Outs of Italy’s Undocumented Migrations.” 
Respondent: Richard Alba, CUNY Graduate Center 

March 4, 2016:  Rosario Forlenza, Columbia University, “Resurrections and Rebirths in the Archaeology of Memory: The Risorgimento in Twentieth Century Italian Political Discourse.” 

Respondent: Stanislao Pugliese, Hofstra University 

April 8, 2016:  Giuseppe Gazzola, Stony Brook University, “Montale, the Modernist.” 
Respondent: David Beneteau, Seton Hall University 

May 13, 2016:  Miriam Paeslack, University at Buffalo, “Contemplating the Past through the Present: Italian Fascist Architecture in Artistic Discourse.” 
Respondent: Martino Stierli, Museum of Modern Art 

Columbia Seminar in Modern Italian Studies: 2016-2017 Season:

All inquiries can be directed to the Chair of the Seminar, Dr. Ernest Ialongo at eialongo@hostos.cuny.edu.

September 9, 2016:  Carl Ipsen, Indiana University, “Fumo: Italy’s Love Affair with the Cigarette.”
Respondent: Molly Tambor, Long Island University, Post

October 14, 2016: Meriel Tulante, Philadelphia University, “Fashion in the commedia all’italiana: An Uncomfortable Aspiration.”
Respondent: Stefania Benini, Philadelphia University

November 11, 2016: Lucia Re, University of California, Los Angeles, “Immigrant Writing and the Power of Fear.”
Respondent: Teresa Fiore, Montclair State University

December 9, 2016: Giorgio Bertellini, University of Michigan, “The Divo and the Duce: Illusions of Direct Democracy in 1920s Celebrity Culture.”
Respondent: Eugenia Paulicelli, Queens College and The Graduate Center, CUNY

February 3, 2017: Nina Valbousquet, Center for Jewish History, NYC, “The Catholic Church, Jewish Identity, and the Forging of Antisemitism in Fascist Italy (1922-1943).”

Respondent: Natalia Indrimi, Primo Levi Center

March 3, 2017: Jonathan Mekinda, University of Illinois at Chicago, “Building the ‘House of Man’: Design and the Modern Home in Milan, 1933-1957.”

Respondent: Emily Braun, Hunter College and The Graduate Center, CUNY

April 7, 2017: Lilith Mahmud, University of California, Irvine, “Freemasonry’s Secret: Gender, Nationalism, and Conspiracy Theorizing in Italy.”
Respondent: Jane Schneider, The Graduate Center, CUNY

May 12, 2017: Alessandro Saluppo, Fordham University, “Paramilitary Violence and Fascism: Violent Imaginaries and Violent Practices of Squadrismo, 1921-1925.”

Respondent: Stanislao Pugliese, Hofstra University
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Charles and Joan Alberto Italian Studies Institute at Seton Hall University offers an annual series of lectures and events.  In the FALL OF 2016, there were lectures by Ernest Ialongo (CUNY), “Filippo Tommaso Marinetti: The Artist And His Politics”; Teresa Fiore (Montclair State University), “Migration Italian Style: 'New' Italians in the U.S. on the Backdrop of the Historical Italian Diaspora"; and Ilaria Poerio (University of Reading, UK), “Believing the Impossible: Neapolitan Identity and the Cult of San Gennaro”; as well as a concert version of Puccini’s Tosca at the South Orange Performing Arts Center.  
There are three events on THE SPRING 2017 SCHEDULE: January 30, a book presentation by Laura Benedetti (Georgetown University); February 20, a lecture on “Jazz and the Italian American Experience” by Bill Dal Cerro; March 27, a lecture by Martina Piperino, (University of Warwick, UK).  The institute also hosts each year one or two younger scholars as short-term Visiting Fellows.  For more information, contact the Institute’s Director:  Prof. Gabriella Romani (gabriella.romani@shu.edu) 

Stanislao Pugliese, Professor of History and the Queensboro Unico Distinguished Professor of Italian Studies, has just completed twenty years as the Director of the Italian American Experience Lecture Series at Hofstra University. The spring 2017 lectures will be given by master chef Enrico Bazzoni on the changing nature of Italian and Italian American cuisine in the face of globalization, contemporary migration and the frantic commodification of Italian food.
NEWS FROM THE BRITISH SCHOOL IN ROME:  Modern Italian History seminar series

The British School at Rome and the Ecole française de Rome are pleased to announce the launch of a regular seminar series in Rome dedicated to Modern Italian History. To be hosted by various academies and conducted in English or Italian, its aims are:

· to bring together visiting and resident Italian modernists

· to showcase, promote and explore newly published and current research underway in Italy

· to inform on other relevant academic events

 

Seminar Programme 2016–17

7 November 2016, British School at Rome
Vanda Wilcox: ‘Per una più grande Italia? Motivation and morale in the First World War’

15 December 2016, Royal Netherlands Institute in Rome
‘Oskar Pollak e la sua collezione di guide di Roma’

11 January 2017, Ecole française de Rome (Piazza Navona 62)
Marie Bossaert: ‘Il nemico per antonomasia. I turchi nella storia locale italiana’.

Further sessions will be organised in 2017. We welcome proposals from any resident or visiting scholar interested in presenting their research. 

For more information please contact:

Simon Martin, Research Fellow, British School at Rome: simon.martin@bsrome.it
Fabrice Jesné, Directeur des études pour les Époques moderne et contemporaine, École française de Rome: dirmod@efrome.it
Study Italian Diaspora Culture in Calabria through a Unique Summer Program
 
This three-week summer program at the University of Calabria (Arcavacata di Rende) is now in its third edition. The Seminar takes place June 12-30, 2017, and is designed to introduce participants (doctoral students and professors) to cultural studies of the Italian Diaspora from a variety of academic perspectives and to foster development of individual projects responding to the materials covered in the series of seminars in literature, film, and the social sciences. All participants will engage in a special research project.
 
The Italian Diaspora Studies Summer Seminar is open to graduate students (doctorate; advanced MA students may be considered) and professors from colleges and universities worldwide. This is a collaborative program between the University of Calabria and the John D. Calandra Italian American Institute / Queens College of The City University of New York. Professors from these two institutions and others will comprise the teaching faculty of the entire three weeks. This is the third year of the Italian Diaspora Studies Summer School.
 
Cost of room, board and tuition (6 UniCal credit hours): $3,000. Air and ground travel are additional. 
 

  

 

Application Deadline—February 24, 2017.
 
For further information, contact:
 
Cav. Anthony Julian Tamburri, Ph.D.
Dean, John D. Calandra Italian American Institute
Distinguished Professor of European Languages and Literatures
Queens College/CUNY
25 West 43rd Street, 17th Fl
New York, NY 10036
Tel: 212.642.2005
Fax: 212.642.2008
www.qc.edu/calandra 
DANIEL BORNSTEIN REPORTS: The Department of History at Washington University in St. Louis has received a substantial bequest (roughly $6.4 million) intended specifically for the support of its graduate program.  This bequest will generate more than $200,000 a year, which will be used to support graduate education in a variety of ways, such as intensive language training, travel to conferences, summer research funds, and dissertation research and writing fellowships.   

NELSON H. MINNICH REPORTS: Preparing an international conference with Michael Root on "Luther and the Catholic Tradition" to be held at the Catholic University of America on May 30 to June 1.
PAPERS AND LECTURES
JOSHUA ARTHURS: “Il dopoguerra sbagliato: speranze, recriminazioni e conflitti durante i 45 Giorni.’” 1945: Violenza e costruzione della legalità, Istituto Storico di Modena/ISTORECO, Reggio Emilia, April 2016. 

“Iconoclasm, Insult and Memory during the Fall of Mussolini” Invited lecture, Royal Netherlands Institute in Rome, April 2016. 

“The Figure in Fascist Italy: The Foro Italico.” On-site lecture, American Academy in Rome, February 2016. 

“‘Eccola qui, la mi’ merda: Emotion, Memory and the Fall of Fascism.” Invited lecture, American Academy in Rome, December 2015. 

Contributor, Photographic Archives and Contemporary Art: Investigation, Interpretation, Inspiration, American Academy in Rome and Università degli Studi Roma Tre, December 2015. 

“‘Everything Within the State, Nothing Against the State, Nothing Outside the State’: Toward the History of Everyday Life in Fascist Italy.” Invited lecture, Graduate Studies Seminar, NYU-Florence, November 2015. 

“Excavating Modernity: Archaeology and the Fascist Cult of Rome.” Babcock Lecture, Intercollegiate Center for Classical Studies, Rome, November 2015.  

HANNAH BARKER: “Boys Like Gold Coins: The Trade in Mamluks for the Mamluk Sultanate,” Conference of the School of Mamluk Studies, Chicago, IL, 23-25 June 2016.  

“Slavery and Law in a Fourteenth-Century Genoese Colony,” Medieval Studies Seminar, Columbia University, 7 Apr. 2016.  

“The Crusades and the Ideology of the Late Medieval Slave Trade,” Princeton Religion Seminar, Princeton University, 29 Feb. 2016. 

“Slavery and the Slave Trade in the Medieval Mediterranean,” University of Memphis, 5 Nov. 2015. 

“The Trade in Slaves in Russia, the Black Sea, and the Balkans,” Cambridge World History of Slavery conference at the Wilberforce Institute for the Study of Slavery and Emancipation, Hull, UK, 25-26 Sept. 2015. 

LYN BLANCHFIELD: “The Urban Pig: Civic Honor, the Law, and Animals in the Medieval Italian City-State” at Third Annual Symposium on Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Saint Louis University, St. Louis, Missouri. June 15-17, 2015. 

“Chocolate in the Classroom: How to Teach the Columbian Exchange and Colonization” Annual Conference of the New York State Association of European Historians, St. John Fisher College, Rochester, NY. October 9-10, 2015. 

DANIEL BORNSTEIN: “From Farmhouse to House of God:  Micro-Institutions of Charity in the Tuscan Countryside”; conference on Experiencing Devotion in Medieval and Renaissance Europe:  Sights, Sounds, Objects; University of Rochester (April 2016).
THOMAS COHEN: chair, session: Comparative Perspectives on Early Modern Street Life II (Danielle van den Heuvel and Catherine Richardson, organizers): RSA, Berlin, April, 2015. 

chair, session on Violence organized by Stuard Carrol and Paolo Broggio: RSA, Berlin, April, 2015. 

Workshop at Eötvös Lorand University, Budapest, on establishing an international MA in Microhistory (Iceland, Norway (Stavagner and Volda), Germany (Oldenburg), Hungary (Eötvös Lorand)). September 25-26, 2015. 

“Courts Awry in Rome (1562) “, for a session I assembled: Governmentality (in Reval, London, Piacenza, or Rome)? No way!, Sixteenth Century Studies Conference, Vancouver, 22 October, 2015. 

“The Macrohistory of Microhistory,” written and presented as a stalking horse for Workshop in Microhistory, Duke University, 13-14 November, 2105. 

(with E.S Cohen), “Rioni di Roma: Peopling the City, ca. 1500-1650,” roundtable of contributors to the Brill Companion to Late Medieval and Early Modern Rome, Renaissance Society of America, Boston, 1 April, 2016. 

chair: session: “Representing Iberia in Seventeenth-Century Rome,” same RSA conference, 2 April, 2016. 

“Soaking with our Subjects: the Intimacy of Microhistory”, Workshop on Microhistory, University of Iceland, Reykjavik, 28-29 June, 2016. 

KATHLEEN COMERFORD: Breakfast Session: Organizer and Chair of the roundtable: “Publishing the First Paper,” Sixteenth Century Studies Conference, Vancouver, BC, 2015. 

Organizer of and Participant in the Roundtable: “Professional Career Paths beyond the Classroom,” Renaissance Society of America Conference, Berlin, Germany, 2015. 

“Jesuit Colleges in the Early 17th Century,” Renaissance Society of America Conference, Berlin, Germany, 2015. 

“European Jesuit Libraries in the 16th and 17th Centuries,” Vancouver, BC, 2015. 

WILLIAM CONNELL: Huffington Post Live, in discussion with Neeta Lind (Native American Caucus) and John Viola (President, National Italian American Foundation), ‘‘Should We Still Celebrate  Christopher Columbus?’’ 12 October 2015. 

Lecture, ‘‘Machiavelli’s Utopia,’’ Grolier Club, New York, 14 March 2016.  

Seminar, ‘‘Who’s Afraid of Columbus?’’ Italian American Caucus, New York State Legislature, Albany, NY, 4 May 2016. 

Conference paper, ‘‘Mind the Gap: Problems in Charting the Correspondence of Erasmus and Machiavelli,’’ Republic of Letters Workshop, Stanford University, 13 May 2016. 

Book presentation (with author’s response) for William Connell, Machiavelli nel Rinascimento italiano, Biblioteca Riccardiana di Firenze, Palazzo Medici, Florence, 19 May 2016. 

Address to UNICO National convention, Cambridge, MD, 2 August 2016. 

Lecture, ‘‘Do We Have Free Will?  New Light on the Reformation,’’ Reed College, Portland, OR, 19 September 2016. 

LOIS DUBIN: “One Jewish Woman, Two Husbands, Three Laws: Desperately Seeking Divorce and Marriage in Late 18th-century Trieste,” The Tova Yedlin Annual Lecture, Wirth Institute for Austrian and Central European Studies, University of Alberta, Edmonton, November 7, 2016 

“Anatomy of Law, Anatomy of Marriage: One Woman’s Pioneering Pursuit of Civil Divorce and Marriage in the Late 18th Century,” University of Southern California Center for Law, History and Culture, Workshop, November 2, 2016 

“Habsburg Jewish Enlightenment in Two Voices: Benedetto Frizzi and Herz Homberg on Divorcees, Kohanim, and Halakhah,” at International Conference, “Kessef Nivhar: Habsburg 

Jewry in the Silver Age, Conference in Honor of Michael K. Silber,” The Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel, June 5-6, 2016 

“On the Cusp of Old and New: Privileges, Toleration, and the Continuity of Exceptionality,” [about Joseph II’s Toleration proposals May 1781 in Trieste] at International Conference, “Documents of Modern Jewish Political History,” Yale University, May 31- June 2, 2016 

“Why Trieste? Diversity on the Frontiers—The Habsburg Free Port and Beyond,” at Conference, “Rethinking the Adriatic: Movements of People and Goods, Middle Ages to the Present,” The Mediterranean Collaborative at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities, Minneapolis, May 5-6, 2016 

“Diversity on the Frontiers: The Jews of the 18th-Century Free Port of Trieste” at International Conference, “Gli Ebrei nella storia del Friuli-Venezia Giulia: Una vicenda di lunga durata,” MEIS, Fondazione Museo Nazionale dell’Ebraismo Italiano e della Shoah, Ferrara, Italy, October 12-14, 2015.

MARY GIBSON: “Is Punishment Gendered? The Case of Modern Italy,” American Historical Association, 2016. 

 “Transportation without Colonies: Perspectives on Internal Exile,” Keynote Address, Conference on “The Carceral Archipelago: Transnational Circulations in Global Perspective, 1415-1960,” University of Leicester (United Kingdom), 2015. 

“Gender and Justice: A Nineteenth-Century Revolution?” Keynote Address, Conference on “Gender and Crisis in History,” Procida (Italy), 2015. 

PAUL GRENDLER:  “Apostolici regiminis sollicitudo.  Italian Preachers Defend the Immortality of the Soul,” in Alla ricerca di soluzioni:  Nuova luce sul V Concilio Lateranense,” Rome, October 14, 2016. 

MAURA HAMETZ: “The Risiera di San Sabba in Trieste and Italian National Memory,” The Holocaust: A Turning Point?,” Bar Ilan University, Council for European Studies at Duke, Institut religions, cultures, modernité (IRCM) at the University of Lausanne and Yad Vashem International Institute for Holocaust Research, Bar-Ilan University, Israel, 14-16 June 2016.  

 “No Grounds to Proceed: The Workings of Mussolini’s Special Tribunal in Fascist Italy,” Legal History Seminar, College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA, 17 November 2015.  

“Stateless Women: The Citizenship Conundrum in the Adriatic Provinces after World War I,” Department of History, Center for the Study of Women and Gender, Department of Italian, European Research Center, University of Warwick, England, UK, 22 April 2015. 

GREGORY HANLON: 1) Strategie di uscita: stati italiani tra Francia e Spagna all’inizio della Guerra degli Trent’Anni 1630-1638, for the research seminar in Italian Studies at Meiji University, Tokyo, August 2015, Prof. Yoko Kitada organizing 

2) Routine infanticide in the West 1500-1800, session on infanticide organized by Antoinette Fauve-Chamoux (Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris), at the 22nd International Congress of Historical Sciences in Jinan, China, August 2015 

3) Homo Pugnans: neo-Darwinian approaches to the combat experience in the Italian Thirty Years War, Prof Suzanne Sutherland organizing, session organized for the Annual Conference of the American Historical Society, Atlanta, January 2016 

4) Homo Pugnans: neo-Darwinian approaches to the combat experience in the Italian Thirty Years’ War, Department of War Studies, King’s College University of London, Prof. Alan James organizing, April 2016 

5) Stratégies de sortie: Princes et republiques italiens pris entre la France et l’Espagne, 1630-1638, research seminar of Prof Jean-Marie Le Gall, Université de Paris-I Panthéon, April 2015 

6) Approches neo-darwiniennes à l’expérience du combat au XVIIe siècle, research seminar of Prof Denis Crouzet, Université de Paris-IV Sorbonne, April 2015 

7) L’infanticide de routine en Occident à l’époque moderne (Italie, France, Acadie), research seminar of Prof Jean-Marie Le Gall, Université de Paris-I Panthéon, May 2015 

8) L’historiographie de l’Italie moderne en anglais et en français: resultats et analyse critique d’un champ de recherches en plein essor, research seminar of Prof Denis Crouzet, Université de Paris IV-Sorbonne, May 2015 

9) L’infanticide de routine en occident, XVIe-XVIIIe siècles, presentation to the Centre d’Etudes Rurales at the Université de Caen, Prof Jean-Marc Moriceau organizing, May 2015 

10) Homo Pugnans: approches neo-darwiniennes à l’expérience du combat pendant la guerre Franco-Espagnole en 1636, research seminar of Prof Stephane Gal, Université de Grenoble II Pierre Mendès-France, May 2015 

ELIZABETH HORODOWICH: Roundtable Participant, “The Globalization of Renaissance Art,” Manhattan College, January 29 2016.  

“Imagining the New World in Early Modern Venice: Wall Maps, America, and Venetian Cosmographic Imagination,” The Italian and Mediterranean Colloquium, Italian Department, Columbia University, February 28 2016.  

“Language and Identity in the Culture of Gondoliers,” Words of Violence in Early Modern Italy, Palazzo Rucellai, Florence, December 11 2015.  

“The Mapping of America in Venetian Print Culture,” Visual Print Culture in Europe 1500-1850: Techniques, Genres, Imagery and Markets in a Comparative Perspective, The University of Warwick, Venice, December 5-6 2015.  

Invited Speaker, “Asia or America? Mapping the New World 1500-1520,” presented with Alexander Nagel, Maps and Travel: Knowledge, Imagination, and Visual Culture Workshop, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, June 1 2015. 

“Marco Polo, Maps, and Venetian Visions of the Expanding World in the Sixteenth Century,” The Renaissance Society of America, Berlin, March 27 2015. 

Invited Speaker, “Venice and Global History,” Department of History, Stanford  University, February 24 2015.  

RICHARD BACH JENSEN: “My Research on Anarchist Terrorism.” Roundtable on The History of Terrorism: New Avenues of Research. American Historical Association. Atlanta, January 9, 2016. [broadcast on C-SPAN Feb. 19, 2016] 

Commentator, “Prisoners and Human Rights in Modern Italy,” AHA, Atlanta, January 9, 2016. 

SARAH BLAKE McHAM: “Where Did Piero di Cosimo Get His Ideas?” College Art Association Meetings, Washington, DC, February 2016. 

 “Falling in Love with Your Sitter,” Ecole Normale Supérieure, Paris, October 2015. 

“The Fantasia of the Cricket in Piero di Cosimo's Vulcan and Aeolus,” Istituto Olandese di Storia dell’Arte, Florence, September 2015. 

“The Most Extraordinary Altarpiece of the Fifteenth Century,” Museum of Biblical Art, May 2015. 

“The Value of Studying Pliny,” Institute for Advanced Study book Presentation by Former Members, Princeton, April 2015. 

“Gattamelata; Condottiere as Patron,” Renaissance Society of America Annual Meetings, Berlin, March 2015. 

“Would a Florentine Take On Paduan Ideas?: Donatello’s High Altar at the Santo, Colloquium at CASVA, January 2015. 

Co-Organizer of Three Sessions on Renaissance Art, Renaissance Society of America, Boston, April 2016.

MAUREEN MILLER:  "Feuding Popes and Emperors: Characterizing the Investiture Conflict," invited lecture, University of California, Los Angeles, 28 April 2016. 

 "A Descriptive Language of Dominion? Curial Inventories, Clothing, and Papal Monarchy c. 1300," invited lecture at the University of Colorado, Boulder, 17 March 2016. 

 "Beyond National Narratives: Culture, States, and Reframing 'Gregorian' Reform," invited keynote lecture, International Medieval Congress, Leeds, UK, 6 July 2015. 

 "The Political and Cultural Significance of the Bishop's Palace in Medieval Italy," plenary lecture, Princes of the Church and their Palaces. Auckland Castle, 1 July 2015. 

 "Clothing and Claims to Power: Fashioning Papal Authority, c. 1050-1300," keynote lecture at Changing Medieval Fashions, University of California, Santa Barbara Medieval Studies Program conference, 25 April 2015. 

 "Toward a New Narrative of the Investiture Conflict and Reform," The Gray Cowan Boyce Memorial Lecture at Northwestern University, 2 April 2015. 

 "The Investiture Conflict as Feud," at Conflict and Conflict Resolution in Medieval Italy, American Academy in Rome, 9 April 2014. 

 "Women Donors and Ecclesiastical Reform: Evidence from Tuscan Vallombrosan and Camaldolese Communities, c. 1000-1150," at Women Leaders and Intellectuals of the Medieval World, University of Notre Dame, South Bend, IN, 1 October 2015. 

 "I Vescovi di Orvieto e la loro cultura" at the conference Il Corpus Domini.  Teologia, antropologia e politica, Orvieto, 14 November 2014. 

NELSON H. MINNICH: “A volte si vince, a volte si perde, sempre fedeli servitori del Papa: Il ruolo dei Domenicani al Concilio Laterano V (1512-1517)” at the Convegno Internazionale di Studi in occasione dell’VIII centenario dell’Ordine die Frati Predicatori 24 June 2016 Roma, to be published in Memorie Domenicane. 

“The Quest for Peace among Christian Princes at Lateran V (1512-17),” at Tagung: Konzil und Frieden, at the Humboldt Universitӑt Berlin, 16 September 2016. 

Organized the conference “Alla Ricerca di Soluzioni: Nuova Luce sul V Concilio Lateranense; Convegno Internazionale di Studi per i 500 anni del V Concilio Lateranense (1512-1517), 12-14 ottobre 2016, Pontificia Università Lateranense” where he gave the introductory lecture “The Significance of Lateran V after Five Hundred Years” (12.X.16),  and a guided tour “Imagining the Proceedings of the Lateran Council: Guided tour in situ (14.X.16), and led the “Discussione r Conclusione die Lavori” Twenty scholar-speakers from the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, and the United States.
CATHERINE MOONEY:  Mary Washington University, Women’s History Month Lecture, March 24, 2016: “Hildegard of Bingen: Why a Twelfth-Century Radical is Still Radical Today”   

51st International Congress on Medieval Studies, Western Michigan University, Invited participant, Session sponsored by the Society for Medieval Feminist Studies, May  12, 2016: “Catherine of Siena and Her Critics” 

Franciscan Women, Medieval and Beyond, Franciscan Institute, St. Bonaventure University, NY, July 12, 2016: “Medieval Holy Women and Their Multiple Franciscan Identities.”
LAURIE NUSSDORFER:  “Early Modern Rome: City of Men,” Marco Institute Symposium, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 2016.  

RSA 2016: discussant “New Directions in the Interdisciplinary Study of Masculinity II” 

JANINE PETERSON:  “Holy Contenders Caught in the Crossfire: Political Instability and Canonization Efforts in    Treviso.” 20th New College Conference on Medieval & Renaissance Studies, March 10-13, 2016. 

“Devotional Practices and Collective Memory: Creating Sectarian Identity within Italian  Disputed Saint's Cults.” 22nd International Medieval Congress, Leeds, UK, July 6-9, 2015. 

(Invited Talk). “Disputed Sanctity in Medieval Italy.” Center for Teaching Excellence Lecture Series, Marist College, April 1, 2015. 
DENNIS ROMANO: “Women and the Council of Ten, 1310-1362,” presented at the Annual Meeting of the Renaissance Society of America, Boston, MA, April 2016. 

 “Pro verbis inhonestis et gravibus dictis . . . contra statum dominii: The Venetian Council of Ten and the Prosecution of Speech, 1310-1363,” presented at the Twentieth Biennial New College Conference on Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Sarasota, FL, March 2016. 

ANNE JACOBSON SCHUTTE: Sixteenth Century Society and Conference, New Orleans, October 2014: organized, chaired, and commented on session “Relics: Problems of Proof.” 

MARK SEYMOUR:    2016 (9 July). ‘See no evil, speak no evil? Male homosexuality in Italy from illegality   to invisibility’. Invited paper delivered at the conference ‘The Visible and Invisible in Italian Culture’, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. 

2016 (4 July). ‘Courting Bad Boys: “Making Love” at the Circus and Beyond in Nineteenth-Century Italy’. Invited paper delivered at the workshop, ‘Romantic Rituals: “Making Love” in Europe, 1100-1800’, Australian Research Council Centre of Excellence for the History of Emotions, University of Adelaide, Australia. 

2016 (9 January). ‘ “Contro Natura”: Homosexual acts in Liberal Italy’. Invited paper delivered as part of the Society for Italian Historical Studies panel ‘New Approaches to Gender and Sexuality in Italian History’, American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Atlanta, USA. 

2015 (14 December). ‘Il mondo degli anni settanta’ (‘The World in the 1970s’). Lecture, Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Cagliari, Italy. 

2015 (3 December). ‘Microhistory and the River of Time: Notes from the Banks of the Tiber’. Research seminar, Birkbeck College, University of London, UK. 

2015 (30 November). ‘Against Nature? The Prosecution of Same-Sex Sexual Acts in Late 19th Century Italy’. Research seminar, Centre for Gender History, and Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice Research, University of Glasgow, UK. 

2015 (7 November). Invited conference paper: ‘Il discorso pubblico italiano intorno alla riforma del diritto di famiglia’ [‘Italian public debate on reforms to family law’]. «Comizi d’amore» Per una riforma del diritto di famiglia – Ninth Annual Congress of the Associazione Radicale Certi Diritti, Arezzo, Italy. 

2014 (16 October). ‘“Emotional Arenas”: A New Concept for Historicizing Emotions’. Invited, funded research seminar. Centre for the History of European Discourses/History Public Seminar Series, University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia. 

DANIEL SMAIL: “La culture matérielle des pauvres à Lucques au XIVe siècle.” Paper delivered at the conference “La culture matérielle: un objet en question. Anthropologie, archéologie et histoire,“ Université de Caen, 2015. Invited speaker  
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Review of Luciano Piffanelli, ed., Il libro rosso seghreto di Bongianni Gianfigliazzi: famiglia, affari e politica a Firenze nel Quattrocento, in Renaissance Quarterly, 69.3 (2016), pp. 1113-1115. 
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MARY GIBSON: “Gender and Convict Labour: The Italian Case in Global Context,” in Global Convict Labour, ed. Alex Lichtenstein and Christian de Vito (Brill: Leiden, 2015), pp. 313-332. 
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“La Guerre des milices dans l’Italie du nord au début de la guerre Franco-Espagnole (1635-1637)” in Serge Brunet & Jose Javier Ruiz Ibañez eds, Les Milices dans la première modernité, Rennes, 2015, 117-128. 
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Fascist Interactions: Proposals for a New Approach to Fascism and Its Era, 1919-1945 (New York and Oxford: Berghahn, 2016) 
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JOSHUA ARTHURS: A.W. Mellon Foundation Postdoctoral Rome Prize in Modern Italian Studies, American Academy in Rome, 2015-16. 

KATHLEEN COMERFORD: Beinecke Library Short-Term Fellowship (Yale University), 2016; PI ($4,000) 

Faculty Development Committee Summer Travel Award, 2016; PI ($1,000) 

WILLIAM CONNELL: Awarded the Monsignor Joseph Granato Italian Culture Medal by Seton Hall University. 

CÉLINE DAUVERD:  CAORC multi-country fellow, 2016-17 (Italy, Morocco, Turkey) for Three Kings  

Chercheur-Résident Casa Velázquez, Madrid, for Viceroy Good Government 

Renaissance Society of America Research Grant for Viceroy Good Government 

LOIS DUBIN: (For Winter-Spring 2017):  Ellie and Herbert D. Katz Distinguished Fellowship at Herbert D. Katz Center for Advanced Judaic Studies, University of Pennsylvania, to participate in research group:  “Political Ramifications: Expanding Jewish Political Thought”; My project: “Between Moses and Napoleon: Citizenship, Emancipation, and Jewish Political Thought in Italy, 1780–1815.” 

MARY GIBSON: Distinguished Fellow, Advanced Research Collaborative, Graduate Center, CUNY, Spring 2016.

PAUL GRENDLER:  Awarded a Franklin Research Grant of the American Philosophical Society for research in Rome on Jesuit schools 1548-1773. 

ELIZABETH HORODOWICH:  The Gladys-Krieble Delmas Foundation Venetian Research Grant, 2016 (also 2005 and 2000). 

The National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship for University Teachers, 2016. 

RICHARD BACH JENSEN:  Fall 2015. Excellence in Teaching award. Northwestern State University.
MAUREEN MILLER: 2016  Otto Gründler Book Prize of the Medieval Institute at Western Michigan University for Clothing the Clergy: Virtue and Power in Medieval Europe, c. 800-1200 
2015  John Gilmary Shea Prize of The American Catholic Historical Association for  Clothing the Clergy: Virtue and Power in Medieval Europe, c. 800-1200 

2015  Elected Fellow of the Medieval Academy of America 

2014  Project Director, National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar "Reform and  Renewal in Medieval Rome" at the American Academy in Rome, 23 June – 25 July  

2014 Visiting Resident Professor, American Academy in Rome (April-May) 

NELSON H. MINNICH: CUA Faculty Research Grant in Aid for research in Vatican Secret Archives on the financing of the Fifth Lateran Council. June 2016. 
JANINE PETERSON: Affiliated Scholar, Center for Medieval Studies, Fordham University (2015-2018). 

Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculty Summer Research Appointment at Marist-Italy (Florence) Marist College (2016). 

DENNIS ROMANO: My book, Markets and Marketplaces in Medieval Italy, 1100 to 1440 (Yale University Press, 2015) received the 2016 American Association of Italian Studies Book Award in the category Medieval, Renaissance, and Baroque. 

PROMOTIONS and ACTIVITIES IN SCHOLARLY SOCIETIES
ELIZABETH BERNHARDT: This year I started teaching for the University of California in Rome.  

LYN BLANCHFIELD: Treasurer, New York State Association of European Historians 

DANIEL BORNSTEIN: Member of the editorial board of Rivista di Storia del Cristianesimo (2003- present) and of Medievalia et Humanistica (2006-present), and of the comitato scientifico of the book series Toscana Sacra (directed by Anna Benvenuti) and Ordines: Studi su istituzioni e società nel Medioevo europeo.  He is a member of the AHA’s Committee on Committees. 

WILLIAM CONNELL:  Appointed to the Editorial Board of the new collana of the Dipartimento di Studi Storici, Università degli Studi di Milano.  (The collana will publish books in English and French as well as Italian.) 

Appointed to the Editorial Board of the journal Polis, published by the University of Iasi, Romania. 

Ongoing editorial boards:  Journal of the History of Ideas, Storia e politica, Annali per la Storia di Firenze, South-East European Journal of Political Science, Romanian Review of Politics and International Relations, and member of editorial committees of Palgrave Macmillan, Pensa Editore, and Aracne Editrice. 
CÉLINE DAUVERD: Promoted Associate Professor of History, CU Boulder, 2016 

 LOIS DUBIN: Board member:  Caucus for Italian-Jewish Studies in North America, in American Association for Italian Studies  

Editorial Advisory Board, journal Quest. Issues in Contemporary Jewish History, sponsored by Fondazione CDEC [Fondazione Centro di documentazione ebraica contemporanea, Milan] 

Editorial Board, journal Jewish History Editorial Board, journal Jewish Social Studies: History, Culture and Society 

Academic Advisory Committee, Hadassah Brandeis Institute for Research on Jewish Women  

Academic Advisory board, Enzyklopädie Jüdischer Kulturen/European Traditions – Encyclopaedia of Jewish Cultures, Saxon Academy Project at the Simon-Dubnow  Institute, Leipzig 

International Editorial Advisory Board, Jahrbuch des Simon-Dubnow-Instituts/Yearbook of the Simon Dubnow Institute (Leipzig)
MARY GIBSON: President, SIHS.
PAUL GRENDLER: Advisory Editorial Board for History of Early Modern Educational Thought series of Brill Press 

MAURA HAMETZ: Chair, Southern Historical Association- European Section, 2016-2017.   

ERNEST IALONGO: Chair of the Columbia Seminar in Modern Italian Studies, has been named Associate Professor of History at Hostos Community College, CUNY.

JANINE PETERSON: Coordinator, Medieval and Renaissance Studies Program, Marist College (elected 2015) 

Communications Chair, The Hagiography Society (Re-elected to third term in 2015) 

MARK SEYMOUR: Promoted to Associate Professor with effect from 1 Feb 2016, University of Otago, New Zealand. 

I was appointed co-editor, with Penelope Morris of the University of Glasgow, of the journal Modern Italy, from 1 Jan 2016. The journal is owned by the UK’s Association for the Study of Modern Italy, and is published (four issues per year) by Cambridge University Press. Please see our advertisement elsewhere in this newsletter. 

DANIEL SMAIL: Appointed Chair, Dept. of History, Harvard University, 2016-18. 

NEW COURSES
ELIZABETH BERNHARDT: The Italian Family from early modern to contemporary times 

CÉLINE DAUVERD: History 4303 Venice and Florence during the Renaissance 

History 2112, Early Modern Societies, Italian Bankers and Traders 

SARAH BLAKE McHAM: Early Modern Portraiture 

The European Renaissance 

CATHERINE MOONEY: Graduate course: Popes and the Papacy: From Peter to the Present  

Graduate seminar: Critical Perspectives on Ignatian Spirituality 

JANINE PETERSON: “Europe and the ‘Barbarians’” (First Year Seminar) 

“Medieval Gender and Sexuality” (Honors seminar) 

STANISLAO PUGLIESE: For the January intersession he is teaching “Sex, Crime & Violence in Venice” for Hofstra in Venice.

DISSERTATIONS
JOSHUA ARTHURS: Luke Gramith, West Virginia University, “Liberation by Emigration: Italian Communists, the Cold War, and West-East Migration in Venezia Giulia in the Early Postwar Period” (in progress). 

DANIEL BORNSTEIN: James A. Palmer, Gold, Grain, and Grace: Piety and Community in Late Medieval Rome; Washington University in St. Louis (completed April 2015) 

Bianca Lopez, The Lands of the Virgin:  Sacred Economies and Local Identities in the March of Ancona, 1348-1453; Washington University in St. Louis (complete April 2016) 

Amanda Lynn Scott, The Basque Seroras: Local Religion, Gender, and Power in Northern Spain, 1550-1800; Washington University in St. Louis (in progress) 

Luca Foti, Heretical Communes:  Right Order and Authority in the Fourteenth-Century Papal Territories; Washington University in St. Louis (in progress) 

co-director, with Derek Hirst:  Lisa M. Lillie, Emporium, Community, and Empire:  The Anglophone Merchants of Livorno, Italy; Washington University in St. Louis (in progress)
THOMAS COHEN: Barry Torch, on the book as gift among Roman humanists of the late Quattrocento, York. 

Aaron Miedema, on duelling as a social process, York. 

WILLIAM CONNELL:  Tommaso De Robertis, ‘‘Machiavelli’s Reading of Aristotle: A Reassessment.’’  Università degli Studi di Parma.  Completed April 2016.
MARY GIBSON: Victoria Calabrese, “Land of Women: Basilicata, Emigration and the Women who Remained Behind, 1880-1914” Graduate Center (History), City University of New York, in progress. 

Francesca Vassalle, “Bitter Sex: The Politics of Contraception in Post-Fascist Italy, 1945-1978,” Graduate Center (History), City University of New York, in progress. 

Sultana Banulescu, “Mining the Mind: Political, Religious and Cultural Dynamics of Italian Pschoanalysis (1908-1949),” Graduate Center (History), City University of New York, in progress.3. 

Antonella Vitale, “Fuitina: Love, Sex, and Rape in Modern Italy: 1945-Present,” Graduate Center (History), City University of New York, in progress.  

Diana Moore, “Transnational Women and the Italian Risorgimento,” Graduate Center (History), City University of New York, in progress.
SARAH BLAKE McHAM: Rutgers University: 

Eveline Baseggio (co-adviser with Benjamin Paul), “Humanism and Faith: The Altar-Reliquary by Riccio in Venice at S. Maria dei Servi,” winner of Metropolitan Museum of Art Fellowship, 2013-14 and Glady Krieble Delmas Fellowship, 2013-14—in process 

Catherine Kupiec, “The Materiality of Luca della Robbia’s Early Terracotta Reliefs,” winner of Fulbright Fellowship, 2013-14 – in process 

Hilary Haakenson (co-adviser with Benjamin Paul), “Old Testament Imagery and the Maritime Cities of Italy,” January 2015, winner of Fulbright Fellowship, 2010-11; Mellon Fellowships, 2010 and 2012; Cal Poly Pomona --Finished 

MAUREEN MILLER: Giovanna Palombo, Rethinking East and West in the Medieval Mediterranean: The Relations of Amalfi and Campania with the Islamic World and Byzantium (IX-XIII Centuries), filed Spring 2014 

Joel Pattison, Commonwealth or Empire?  The Genoese in North Africa, 1100-1400, in progress. 

MARK SEYMOUR: All University of Otago:

Violeta Gilabert. PhD. ‘Labours of Love? Marriage and Emotion in Aotearoa/New Zealand, 1880-1980.’ (70%, co-supervision with Assoc. Prof. Angela Wanhalla). First enrolled July 2016. 

Joanne Campbell. PhD. ‘The Frances Hodgkins Fellowship’ (30% co-supervision with Dr Judith Collard). First enrolled Sept 2008, my co-supervision from March 2014.  

Sarah Christie. PhD. ‘Women and Work: Clerical Workers and Gender Change in Post-War New Zealand, 1945-1972’ (30% co-supervision with Professor Barbara Brookes). First enrolled August 2013. 

Katherine Cooper. PhD. ‘ “Here she works her will”: A History of the Rural Kitchen in New Zealand, 1880-1935’ (30% co-supervision with Dr Angela Wanhalla). First enrolled June 2013. 

RESEARCH AND WRITING PROJECTS
JOSHUA ARTHURS: Forty-Five Days: Experience, Emotion and Memory during the Fall of Mussolini (book manuscript in preparation). 

Outside the State? The Politics of Everyday Life in Fascist Italy (volume co-edited with Michael Ebner and Kate Ferris, under contract with Palgrave MacMillan). 

TOMMASO ASTARITA: A translation of Carlo Tapia's Treatise on Abundance (1638), to be edited and annotated with Gaetano Sabatini of University of Roma Tre. 

HANNAH BARKER: I am preparing a book on the slave trade in the late medieval Mediterranean drawing on sources from Venice, Genoa, and Mamluk Egypt.  

ELIZABETH BERNHARDT: I am working on publishing an art history teaching manual for the Italian liceo classico (Giulio Cesare in Rome) where I have been teaching for the past few years.  

I hope to publish my dissertation in book form sometime relatively soon—on the life of Genevra Sforza de’ Bentivoglio in Renaissance Bologna.  

LYN BLANCHFIELD: Working on an article about using chocolate in the classroom for learning about the Columbian Exchange. 

DANIEL BORNSTEIN: editing (with Laura Gaffuri, Università degli studi di Torino, and Brian J. Maxson, East Tennessee State University) Languages of Power in Italy, 1300-1600, a collection of 15 essays, by scholars from Italy, Great Britain, Australia, Canada, and the United States, to be published by Brepols.  He continues to work on a book on religion, culture, and society in medieval Cortona.  He is also editing and translating the texts for In Praise of Women:  Five Fifteenth-Century Italian “Defenses of Women.” 

THOMAS COHEN: done 

-“A Daughter-killing Glossed, Digested, and Reluctantly Accepted” for a volume on murder in Renaissance Italy, edited by Trevor Dean and Kate Lowe, forthcoming with Cambridge University Press (forthcoming 2017).  

-“The Great Italian Political Shout,” for a collection edited by Brian Richardson, for Italian Voices: Orality and Writing in Early Modern Italian Society, forthcoming with Ashgate (2016) 

-an essay on the “macroistory of microhistory” for a special issue on microhistory with Journal of Medieval and early modern Studies (forthcoming 2016) 

-“The macrohistory of microhistory’, essay for a special issue of Journal of Medieval and Early Modern Studies” (forthcoming, 2017) 

in the works 

-a translation of Claire Judde de La Riviere, La révolte des boules de neige (Paris: Fayard, 2104) for a Routledge series on microhistory 

- with Elizabeth Cohen, a second edition of Daily Life in Renaissance Italy 

- with Elizabeth Cohen, a chapter on Crime and Justice for the Brill volume on Rome 

- for the Routledge Microhistory series, a book of microhistories laid out with an eye to writing strategies and historiographical problems  

- my usual unfinished village-rebellion book (started in 1990), for the sabbatical now pending, really to finish it 

-a n introductory essay for a collection on time as perceived and understood, for Journal of Early Modern Studies 

KATHLEEN COMERFORD: Forthcoming monograph (projected October 2016): Jesuit Foundations and Medici Power, 1532-1621, Leiden: Brill. 

In progress: From Rome to Zurich: Between Ignatius and Vermigli.  Essays in Honor of John Patrick Donnelly, SJ.  Co-editor, with Gary Jenkins (Eastern University) and Torrance Kirby (McGill University), forthcoming from Brill. 

New project: European Jesuit libraries to 1773. 

WILLIAM CONNELL: Co-editing (w/ Stan Pugliese), Routledge History of Italian Americans  

Book on Machiavelli, Erasmus and More. 

CÉLINE DAUVERD: Book project 1: Viceroy Good Government in Spanish Italy: Ceremonies, Charities, Communities, 1442-1647 (Projected for Cambridge U.P., New York) 

Book project 2: Three Kings: Muslim Sultans and the Pact of the Peace toward Italians, 1453-1610  

LOIS DUBIN: (in press) Article: “ ‘Port Jews’ Revisited: Commerce and Culture in the Age of European Expansion,” in The Cambridge History of Judaism VII: 1500-1815, eds. Adam Sutcliffe and Jonathan Karp (Cambridge University Press), e.d.p. 2017 

(in progress) Book : Rachele’s Pursuits: Love, Law, and Liberty in Revolutionary Europe 

(in progress) “Between Moses and Napoleon: Citizenship, Emancipation, and Jewish Political Thought in Italy, 1780-1815.” 
MARY GIBSON: Article on penal colonies in modern Europe (with Ilaria Poerio)  

Book mss. on Italian prison history
PAUL GRENDLER: In press: The Jesuits and Italian Universities 1548-1773.  Washington, D. C: The Catholic University of America Press, 2017.

“Philosophy in Jesuit Schools and Universities” in The Brill Companion to Sixteenth-Century Jesuit Philosophy, edited by Cristiano Casalini.  Leiden, Brill, 2017. 

Research Project: “Religious Order Schools in Italy 1548-1773" (book) 

 MAURA HAMETZ: “’No Grounds to Proceed’: Mussolini’s Special Tribunal and the Defense of the Fascist State” (current monograph project). 

“Sissi in Liberty Square: The Elisabetta statue in Trieste,” (co-written with Borut Klabjan) in “Sissi’s World: The Myth and Memory of the Habsburg Empress Elizabeth,” ed. Heidi Schlipphacke and Maura Hametz (New York: Bloomsbury, [expected 2018]).  

“Screams in the Night: Remembering Urban Genocide at the Risiera San Sabba.”
GREGORY HANLON: Routine infanticide in the West 1500-1800, in press 

Death Control: New research on routine infanticide. (Three large parishes in Emilia from the 16th to the 18th century). 

History and Evolutionary studies: a guide for practicing historians, in Cambridge Handbook of Evolutionary Studies, Jerome Barkow ed. 

Exit Strategies: Italian princes and republics in the conflict between France and Spain, 1630-1638 

ELIZABETH HORODOWICH: The Venetian Discovery of America: Geographic Imagination in the Age of Encounters, forthcoming, Cambridge University Press, 2017.  

Encounters with the New World in Early Modern Italy, ed. Elizabeth Horodowich and  Lia Markey, forthcoming Cambridge University Press, 2017.

STEVEN HUGHES: Working on the Zanardelli Code’s approach to the Delitto d’Onore for a paper at the upcoming AHA meeting in Denver. 

RICHARD BACH JENSEN: “The  1904 Assassination of Governor General Bobrikov: Tyrannicide, Anarchism, and the  Expanding  Scope of “Terrorism.” Draft article submitted for inclusion in special issue on Nordic terrorism, Terrorism and Political Violence, 2017. Includes Italian reaction to assassination in Finland. 

“The Rise and Fall of the ‘Social Crime’ in Legal Theory and International Law: The Failure to Create a New Normative Order to Regularize Terrorism, 1880-1930s,” draft article submitted for inclusion in International Security, Political crime, and Resistance.  Max-Planck-Institute for European Legal History (Frankfurt/Main). Includes extensive information on Italy and the social crime.
 SARAH BLAKE McHAM: Book on Paduan art and culture, 14th -16th c. 

MAUREEN MILLER:  Episcopal registers in 13th-century Italy. 

NELSON H. MINNICH: “The Autobiography of Antonio degli Agli (ca. 1400-77): An Introduction and Transcription of the Dialogus de vita eiusdem auctoris,” co-authored with Giacomo Mariani, Archivio italiano per la storia della pietà (forthcoming in January).

CATHERINE MOONEY: Book: Clare of Assisi’s afterlives 

Article: What does it mean to call a woman Franciscan in the Middle Ages? 

LAURIE NUSSDORFER: Article on notarial archives in early modern Rome for Past and Present Supplement, eds. L. Corens, K. Peters, A. Walsham (Nov. 2016) 

Article on civic identity for the Companion to Early Modern Rome eds. S. Ditchfield, P. Jones, B. Wisch (Brill, 2018)  (with Eleonora Canepari). 

Book project on men and masculinities in Baroque Rome. 

JANINE PETERSON: Article, “Healing the Social Body: Female Saints and Civic Participation in Late Medieval Italy.”   

STANISLAO PUGLIESE: Currently co-editing (with Brenda Elsey) Football and the Boundaries of History: Critical Studies in Soccer (Palgrave); Delirious Naples: For a Cultural History of the City of the Sun (with Pellegrino D’Acierno; Fordham University Press) and, with William J. Connell of Seton Hall University, The Routledge History of Italian Americans (all due out in 2017).

Next project: Dancing On a Volcano in Naples: Scenes From the Siren City (forthcoming Farrar, Straus and Giroux).
DENNIS ROMANO: A study of the Venetian Council of Ten in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. 

A history of Venice from its origins to the present.
ANNE JACOBSON SCHUTTE: spiritual biographies of laypeople published in Italian between 1634 and 1797 co-editing Festschrift 

several essays for Festschriften  

 MARK SEYMOUR:  Under contract: ‘Emotional Arenas: Life, Love and Death in Modern Italy’ (Oxford: Oxford University Press). 

Under contract: Sean Brady and Mark Seymour (eds), ‘Same-Sex Relationships in History: International Perspectives’ (Bloomsbury Academic, London). 

Mark Seymour, ‘The Throne Behind the Power: King Victor Emanuel III’s Tours of   Fascist Italy’s African Empire’, to be published in Royals on Tour: Politics and    Pageantry in Colonies and Metropoles ed. Robert Aldrich and Cindy McCreery, Manchester University Press. 

DANIEL SMAIL: I am currently engaged in developing a collection of household inventories from later medieval Europe, including late medieval/early Renaissance Italy. Details can be found here http://dighist.fas.harvard.edu/projects/DALME/wp/ 

STEVEN TEASDALE:  I am working on my PhD thesis tentatively titled “Slavery, the bank, and the society of early modern Genoa.” I am also working on the completion of two papers for publication: one on fifteenth-century Genoese humanism, and the other on St. Syrus of Genoa. 
THOMAS WILLETTE: The publication history and reception of the Vita di Benvenuto Cellini in the 18th century. 

ET CETERA

JOSHUA ARTHURS writes: I would be happy to serve as a resource for anyone interested in the Archivio Diaristico Nazionale in Pieve Santo Stefano; a number of Archivi di Stato including: Rome, Milan, Naples, Genoa, Novara, Sondrio, and Como; and various institutes of the Resistance, including INSMLI (Milan), IRSIFAR (Rome), ILSREC, ICSR (Naples), ISCOP (Pesaro), ISRCP (Cuneo) and the Istituto Sturzo (Rome). 

GREGORY HANLON writes: The didactic and research instrument, “Early Modern Italy 1550-1800: A comprehensive bibliography of titles in English and French” will appear imminently on my Academia.edu webpage, as an open access document. This 12th edition will contain over new 3,000 titles of books and articles, for a total of over 21,000 on 1,112 pages.  The list (divided into 10 general rubrics and 35 sub-headings for each language) is preceded by a general overview and a critical assessment of areas well studied and those in dire need of attention. 

LAURIE NUSSDORFER writes: A giornata di studi on the subject “Società e notai a Roma tra Medioevo ed età moderna” is planned for late May 2017 by the Archivio di Stato (Rome). 
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